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THE  AWARD 


The  North  Carolina  Awards  were  instituted  by 
the  1961  General  Assembly,  which  acted  on  the  idea 
of  Dr.  Robert  Lee  Humber  of  Greenville,  State 
Senator  from  Pitt  County.  The  purpose  of  the 
Awards,  as  set  forth  in  the  statutes,  is  to  recognize 
"notable  accomplishments  by  North  Carolina 
citizens  in  the  fields  of  scholarship,  research,  the 
fine  arts  and  public  leadership."  It  is  the  highest 
honor  the  state  can  bestow. 
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uiptor  Paul  Manship  and  \ 


'T'TTpXT/^'n'T'TJ  Dr.  Thomas  K.  Hearn,  Jr.,  Chairman 

Nick  Bragg 
CAROLINA  HalCrowther 


Shirley  T.  Frye 

COMMITTEE 


A  W  Alv  U  ^  Jean  W.  McLaughlin 


The  North  Carolina  Award  is  the  highest  honor 
our  state  can  bestow.  Created  in  1961  by  the  General 
Assembly,  the  award  is  given  yearly  to  men  and 
women  who  have  made  significant  contributions  in 
science,  literature,  tine  arts,  and  public  service. 

On  behalf  of  all  North  Carolinians  I  congratulate 
the  2005  award  recipients  for  their  outstanding 
achievements.  We  in  North  Carolina  are  grateful  to 
these  outstanding  citizens  for  their  leadership,  ser- 
vice, and  talent. 


MESSAGE 
FROM 
THE 
GOVERNOR 


^'^{Z^ 


PROGRAM 


42nd    North    Carolina   Awards 


Awards    Presentation    and    Dinner 

Sheraton  Imperial  Hotel 
Research  Triangle  Park 
November  21,  2005 


Pledge   of  Allegiance 

Major  General  (ret.)  Gerald  A.  Rudisill,  Jr. 
North  Carolina  National  Guard 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina 


Invocation 

Monsignor  Tim  O'Connor 

Saint  Michael  the  Archangel  Catholic  Church 

Cary,  North  Carolina 


Remarks    and   Awards   Presentation 

The  Honorable  Lisbeth  C.  Evans,  Secretary 
North  Carolina  Department  of  Cultural  Resources 

Dr.  Thomas  K.  Hearn,  Jr.,  Chairman 
North  Carolina  Awards  Committee 

Governor  Michael  F.  Easley 
State  of  North  Carolina 

First  Lady  Mary  P.  Easley 
State  of  North  Carolina 


Acknowledgments 

Blue  Cross  and  Blue  Shield  of  North  Carolina 
Biltmore  Estate  Wine  Company 

Asheville,  North  Carolina 
Mutual   Distributing  Company 
North  Carolina  Beer  and  Wine  Wholesalers 

Association 


Video  Documentation  Program 
Department  of  Cultural  Resources 


PAST  RECIPIENTS 


1964 

John  N.  Couch 

Science 

Inglis    Fletcher 

Literature 

John    Motley    Morehead 

Public  Service 
Clarence    Poe 

Public  Service 

Francis     Speight 

Fine  Arts 


1965 

Frank  P.  Graham 

Public  Service 
Paul    Green 
Literature 

Gerald  W.  Johnson 
Literature 
Hunter     Johnson 
Fine  Arts 

Frederick  A.  Wolf 
Science 


1966 

Bernice   Kelly   Harris 

Literature 

Luther  H.  Hodges 

Public  Service 

A.  a  Odell,  Jr. 

Fine  Arts 

Oscar  K.  Rice 

Science 


1967 

Albert    Coates 

Public  Service 

Jonathan     Daniels 

Literature 

Carl  W.  Gottschalk 

Science 

Benjamin    F.    Swalin 

Fine  Arts 

Hiram    Houston    Merritt 

Science 


1968 

Robert   Lee   Humber 

Public  Service 

Hobson     Pittman 

Fine  Arts 

Vermont  C.  Royster 

Literature 

Charles    Phillips    Russell 

Literature 

Stanley    G.    Stephens 

Science 


1969 

Kenneth    M.    Brinkhous 

Science 

May  Gordon   Latham 

Kellenberger 
Public  Service 
Ovid  Williams   Pierce 
Literature 

Charles  W.  Stanford,  Jr. 
Fine  Arts 


1970 

Philip    Handler 

Science 

Frances    Gray    Patton 

Literature 

Henry  C.  Pearson 

Fine  Arts 

Terry    Sanford 

Public  Service 


1971 

Guy    Owen 

Literature 

James   H.   Semans 

Fine  Arts 

Mary  Duke  Biddle  Trent 

Semans 
Fine  Arts 
Capus    Waynick 
Public  Service 
James   Edwin  Webb 
Science 


1972 

Sidney    Alderman    Blackmer 

Fine  Arts 

Edward  E.  Davis,  Jr. 

Science 

John    Ehle 

Literature 

William   Dallas   Herring 

Public  Service 

Harold    Hotelling 

Science 


1973 

Helen    Smith    Bevington 

Literature 

Ellis   Brevier   Cowling 

Science 

Burke    Davis 

Literature 

Sam  J.  Ervin 

Public  Service 

Kenneth     Ness 

Fine  Arts 


1974 

William  C.  Fields 

Fine  Arts 

Thad  G  Stem,  Jr. 

Literature 

Ellen   Black  Winston 

Public  Service 

James    B.    Wyngaarden 

Science 


1975 

Doris  W.  Betts 

Literature 

John  L.  Etchells 

Science 

William  C.  Friday 

Public  Service 

Robert  Ward 

Fine  Arts 


1976 


1977 


Romare     Bearden 

Fine  Arts 

C.  Clark  Cockerham 

Science 

Foster     Fitz-Simons 

Fine  Arts 

Juanita  M.  Kreps 

Public  Service 

Richard    Walser 

Literature 


Elizabeth    Duncan    Koontz 

Public  Service 


1978 

Robert  Robey  Garvey,  Jr. 

Public  Service 


Reginald    Glenni 

Science 

Reynolds     Price 

Literature 

Joseph    Curtis    Sloane 

Fine  Arts 

Jonathan     Williams 

Fine  Arts 


Mitchiner    Henry   L.   Kamphoefner 

Fine  Arts 

David  Coston  Sabiston,  Jr. 

Science 

Harriet  L.  Tynes 

Public  Service 

Manly  Wade  Wellman 

Literature 


1982 

Selma    Hortense    Burke 

Fine  Arts 

Nancy   Winbon   Chase 

Public  Service 

Floyd  W.  Denny,  Jr. 

Science 

Willie    Snow    Ethridge 

Literature 

R.  Phillip  Hanes,  Jr. 

Fine  Arts 


983 


Heather   Ross   Miller 

Literature 
Frank    Guthrie 
Science 
Mary    Dalton 
Fine  Arts 
Harry    Dalton 
Fine  Arts 
Hugh    Morton 
Public  Service 


1984 

George  Watts  Hill 
Public  Service 
Robert  L.  Hill 
Science 

Maud    Gatewood 
Fine  Arts 
Lee    Smith 
Literature 
Joseph     Mitchell 
Literature 
Andy   Griffith 
Fine  Arts 


1988 

Edith    London 

Fine  Arts 

Pedro     Cuatrecasas 

Science 

Charles    Edward    Eaton 

Literature 

William  S.  Lee 

Public  Service 

David     Brinkley 

Public  Service 


989 


Loonis    McGlohon 

Fine  Arts 
Gertrude  B.  Elion 

Science 

Ronald    Bayes 

Literature 

Maxine  M.  Swalin 

Public  Service 
Roy   Park 

Public  Service 


1990 

Leon    Rooke 

Literature 

H.  Keith  H.  Brodie 

Science 

Bob    Timberlake 

Fine  Arts 

Dean  Wallace  Colvard 

Public  Service 

Frank  H.  Kenan 

Public  Service 


1994 

Sarah     Blakeslee 

Fine  Arts 

Richard     Jenrette 

Public  Service 
Elizabeth     Spencer 

Literature 

Marshall    Edgell 

Science 

Freda     Nicholson 

Public  Service 


1995 

Banks  C.  Talley,  Jr. 

Public  Service 

John  S.  Mayo 

Science 

John    BIggers 

Fine  Arts 

Clyde    Hutchison    III 

Science 

James     Applewhite 

Literature 

Kenneth     Noland 

Fine  Arts 


996 


Robert  W.  Scott 

Public  Service 

Martha   Clampitt   McKay 

Public  Service 

John   L.  Sanders 

Public  Service 

Betty    Adcock 

Literature 

Joseph    S.    Pagano 

Science 

Joanne  M.   Bath 

Fine  Arts 


1979 


Archie  K.  Davis 

Public  Service 

John   D.  deButts 

Public  Service 
Harry    Golden 
Literature 
Walter  Gordy 
Science 
Sam    Ragan 
Fine  Arts 


1980 

Fred    Chappell 

Literature 

George    H.    Hitchings 

Science 

Robert    Lindgren 

Fine  Arts 
Dan  K.  Moore 

Public  Service 
Jeanelle  C.  Moore 

Public  Service 


1981 


Adeline    McCall 

Fine  Arts 
Glen    Rounds 
Literature 
Ralph   H.  Scott 
Public  Service 
Vivian   T.   Stannett 
Science 
Tom  Wicker 
Literature 


1985 

J.  Gordon  Hanes,  Jr. 

Public  Service 

Wilma    Dykeman 

Literature 

Irwin     Fridovich 

Science 

Claude  F.  Howell 

Fine  Arts 


1986 

Joseph   M.   Bryan 
Public  Service 
Billy    Graham 
Public  Service 
A.  R.  Ammons 
Literature 
Ernest  L.  Eliel 
Science 
Doc   Watson 
Fine  Arts 


1987 

John  T.  Caldwell 

Public  Service 
Charles    Kuralt 

Public  Service 

Maya    Angelou 

Literature 

Robert  J.   Lefkowitz 

Science 

Harvey  K.  Littleton 

Fine  Arts 


1991 

William  J.  Brown 

Fine  Arts 

Mary   Ellen  Jones 

Science 

Robert  R.  Morgan 

Literature 

Jesse   H.   Meredith 

Public  Service 

Elizabeth   H.   Dole 

Public  Service 


1992 

Louis  D.  Rubin,  Jr. 

Literature 

John  M.  J.  Madey 

Science 

William    McWhorter    Cochrane 

Public  Service 

Maxwell   R.  Thurman 

Public  Service 

Charles  R.  "Chuck"  Davis 

Fine  Arts 


1993 

John    Hope    Franklin 

Literature 
Oliver    Smithies 

Science 

Joe  Cox 

Fine  Arts 
Eric    Schopler 
Public  Service 
Billy   Taylor 

Fine  Arts 


1997 

Thomas  S.  Kenan  III 

Public  Service 

M.   Mellanay   Delhom 

Fine  Arts 

Robert   Ian    Bruck 

Science 

EIna   B.  Spaulding 

Public  Service 

Clyde    Edgerton 

Literature 


1998 

L.    Richardson   Preyer 

Public  Service 

Emily   Harris   Preyer 

Public  Service 

Kaye    Gibbons 

Literature 

Robert  W.  Gray 

Fine  Arts 

Martin    Rodbell 

Science 

Marvin    Saltzman 

Fine  Arts 

James  V.  Taylor 

Fine  Arts 


1999 

Frank  Arthur  Daniels,  Jr. 

Public  Service 

Julia    Jones    Daniels 

Public  Service 

Knut     Schmidt-Nielsen 

Science 

Robert  G.  Parr 

Science 

Allan    Gurganus 

Literature 

Jill    McCorkle 

Literature 

Frank  L.  Horton 

Fine  Arts 

Herb    Jackson 

Fine  Arts 

General  Henry  H.  Shelton 

Public  Service 


2000 

Henry    Bowers 

Public  Service 

Harlan  E.  Boyles 

Public  Service 

S.  Tucker  Cooke 

Fine  Arts 

William  T.  Fletcher 

Science 

James   F.   Goodmon 

Public  Service 

William  S.  Powell 

Literature 


2001 

Kathryn    Stripling    Oyer 

Literature 

W.W.  Finlator 

Public  Service 

Robert  B.  Jordan,  III 

Public  Service 

Royce  W.  Murray 

Science 

Arthur    Smith 

Fine  Arts 

Shelby      Stephenson 

Literature 


2002 

William  G.  Aniyan 

Science 

Cynthia    Bringle 

Fine  Arts 

Julius  L.  Chambers 

Public  Service 

Martha  Nell  Hardy 

Fine  Arts 

H.G.   Jones 

Public  Service 

Romulus     Linney 

Literature 

Edwin   Graves  Wilson 

Public  Service 


2003 

Etta    Baker 

Fine  Arts 

Jaki    Shelton    Green 

Literature 

Frank   Borden    Hanes 

Public  Service 

James  Baxter  Hunt,  Jr. 

Public  Service 

Mary  Ann  Scherr 

Fine  Arts 

William    Thornton 

Science 


2004 


Voit    Gilmore 

Public  Service 

Walter  J.  Harrelson 

Literature 

William  Ivey  Long 

Fine  Arts 

Elizabeth     Matheson 

Fine  Arts 

Penelope     Niven 

Literature 

LeRoy  T.  Walker 

Public  Service 

Annie   Louise   Wilkerson 

Science 
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PUBLIC  SERVICE 
Joseph  M.  Bryan,  Jr. 


"My  family  believes  in  giving  back,"  Joseph  M. 
Bryan,  Jr.  once  said.  For  nearly  40  years  of  philan- 
thropy and  distinguished  service  in  higher  education 
and  the  arts,  Joseph  M.  Bryan,  Jr.  receives  the  2005 
North  Carolina  Award  for  Public  Service. 

Bryan  was  bom  in  1936  to  well-known  philanthro- 
pists Kathleen  Price  Bryan  and  Joseph  McKinley 
Bryan.  After  studying  at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  Bryan  enrolled  at  Guilford  College,  where  he 
received  a  bachelor's  degree  in  economics  in  1960.  He 
spent  six  months  of  active  duty  in  the  United  States 
Coast  Guard  and  six  years  in  the  Reserves.  In  Decem- 
ber of  1 960,  Bryan  began  a  five-year  career  on  Wall 
Street  with  Chemical  Bank. 

Upon  his  return  to  North  Carolina  in  1965,  Bryan 
immersed  himself  in  civic  affairs,  from  heading  the 
Moore  County  United  Fund  to  becoming  an  active 
leader  on  the  boards  of  Guilford  College,  the  North 
Carolina  Museum  of  Art,  and  the  Eastern  Music 
Festival,  where  his  counsel  and  philanthropy  have  been 
transfonnative.  Bryan  also  has  served  with  distinction 
on  the  Roanoke  Island  Commission,  the  Roanoke 
Island  Historical  Association,  and  the  Santa  Fe  Opera. 

Bryan  has  been  an  active  member  of  Guilford 
College's  Board  of  Trustees  for  more  than  32  years.  In 
1994,  a  major  gift  from  Bryan  and  the  Kathleen  Price 
Bryan  Family  Fund  created  the  Bryan  Distinguished 
Visiting  Professorship  in  the  Arts,  Humanities  and 
Public  Affairs.  Internationally  acclaimed  figures  who 
have  provided  lectures  through  the  Bryan  program 
include  former  President  of  the  Soviet  Union  Mikhail 
Gorbachev,  former  Secretary  of  State  Madeleine 
Albright,  and  filmmaker  Ken  Bums.  Bryan's  methodi- 
cal board  leadership  has  guided  the  growth  of  the 
college's  endowment,  the  recruitment  of  leadership  of 
national  stature,  and  the  overall  quality  and  reputation 
of  the  institution. 

At  the  North  Carolina  Museum  of  Art,  Bryan 
currently  serves  as  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Tmstees, 
presiding  over  the  historic  expansion  of  the  museum's 
facilities  and  financial  resources.  Through  a  major  gift  in 
1997,  Bryan  made  possible  the  construction  of  the  Joseph 
M.  Bryan,  Jr.  Theatre  in  the  museum  park  where  visitors 
since  have  enjoyed  concerts  and  films  in  the  outdoors. 

Bryan's  leadership  of  the  Eastern  Music  Festival  has 
brought  it  international  recognition  for  its  guest  artist 
program  featuring  young  musicians.  In  periods  of  limited 
financial  resources,  Bryan  has  helped  the  Festival  balance 
responsible  management  practices  with  energetic  ftmd 
raising  and  marketing. 

Bryan  established  a  professorship  at  Wake  Forest 
University's  Babcock  Graduate  School  of  Management 
and  has  been  a  major  donor  to  Beacon  Place,  a  residen- 
tial hospice,  and  the  Duke  Comprehensive  Cancer 
Center  These  are  but  a  few  of  the  recipients  of  his 
generosity;  he  has  chosen  to  remain  anonymous  in 
supporting  countless  other  endeavors.  Among  his 
honors,  Bryan  has  received  the  Philanthropist  of  the 
Year  in  the  Triad  from  the  National  Society  of  Fund 
Raising  Executives,  the  Morrison  Award  from  the 
Roanoke  Island  Historical  Association,  and  the  Van- 
guard Society  Award  for  contributions  to  the  arts. 

Although  he  travels  extensively,  Bryan  considers 
Greensboro  home. 


"From  the  time  I  was  a  child,  I  found  newspapers 
so  exciting  and  stimulating,"  said  Betty  Debnam  Hunt. 
This  passion,  combined  with  her  work  as  an  elemen- 
tary school  teacher,  inspired  her  creation  of  "The  Mini 
Page,"  for  children.  For  her  pioneering  work  as  a 
journalist  and  educator,  Betty  Debnam  Hunt  receives 
the  2005  North  Carolina  Award  for  Public  Service. 

The  Debnams  were  a  family  of  journalists.  Her 
father,  W.E.  Debnam,  was  a  reporter  for  the  Norfolk 
Ledger-Dispatch  and  often  took  his  daughter  along  on 
assignments.  Her  grandfather  was  editor  of  the  Snow 
Hill  newspaper  The  Standard  Laconic.  After  his  death, 
her  grandmother  served  as  editor  for  twenty-seven 
years.  Debnam  was  bom  in  1929,  in  Norfolk,  Virginia. 
The  family  moved  to  Raleigh,  where  her  father  had  a 
career  as  a  radio  and  television  journalist.  She  gradu- 
ated from  St.  Mary's  College  and  received  a  bachelor's 
degree  in  political  science  from  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  in  1952.  After  eight  years  as  a  teacher, 
Debnam  earned  a  master's  in  education  from  Duke 
University  in  1963. 

In  1969,  Debnam  approached  the  News  and 
Obserx'er  with  her  idea  of  a  four-page  supplement 
written  specifically  for  children.  The  editor  initially 
rejected  the  concept,  but  Dave  Jones,  the  advertising 
manager,  agreed  to  run  it  if  she  could  sell  twelve  ads 
for  the  Raleigh  paper.  She  sold  thirteen.  On  August  29, 
1969,  the  first  "Mini  Page,"  written  and  illustrated 
entirely  by  Betty  Debnam,  was  published.  As  the 
popularity  of  "The  Mini  Page"  grew,  Debnam  left  the 
classroom  and  became  a  full-time  journalist.  The 
feature  was  soon  syndicated.  It  now  appears  in  over 
400  newspapers  across  the  country  and  is  used  in 
classrooms  through  the  Newspapers  in  Education 
program. 

After  her  marriage  to  lobbyist  Richard  Hunt  in 
1978,  Debnam  moved  to  Washington,  D.C.  The  staff 
of  "The  Mini  Page"  grew  to  four  people  with  Debnam 
as  editor,  a  position  she  still  holds.  Debnam  also  has 
written  several  books  for  children:  How  the  U.S. 
Government  Works:  A  Kid's  Guide  to  the  White  House: 
and  The  Body  Parts  Book. 

In  1985,  Supreme  Court  Chief  Justice  Warren 
Burger  personally  invited  Debnam  to  take  part  in  the 
Commemoration  of  the  Bicentennial  of  the  U.S. 
Constitution.  "That  invitation  was  a  great  honor," 
Debnam  said.  Thus  began  a  long  collaboration  be- 
tween "The  Mini  Page"  and  the  National  Archives, 
resuhing  in  a  21 -issue  series  on  the  Constitution. 

Debnam  and  her  husband  donated  funds  to  East 
Carolina  University  to  establish  the  Debnam  Resource 
Center  for  Family  Literacy  at  Joyner  Library.  She  has 
served  as  a  commissioner  for  Tryon  Palace  and  has 
been  a  member  of  the  National  Press  Club  and  the 
Children's  Book  Guild. 

Four  Halls  of  Fame  have  inducted  Debnam  as  a 
member:  the  Newspaper  of  America  Foundation;  the 
North  Carolina  School  of  Journalism;  the  Educational 
Publishers  Association;  and  the  Education  Department 
of  East  Carolina  University.  She  also  has  received 
honors  from  the  American  Library  Association,  the 
American  Chemical  Society,  and  the  Department  of 
the  Interior. 

Debnam  and  her  husband  live  in  Washington,  D.C. 


PUBLIC  SERVICE 
Betty  Debnam  Hunt 
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LITERATURE 
Randall  Kenan 


"What  does  it  mean  to  be  black?"  The  question 
runs  lilce  a  refrain  through  Randall  Kenan's  work,  a 
call  that  brings  forth  the  response  of  his  stories.  It 
inspired  his  most  ambitious  work.  Walking  on  Water: 
Black  American  Lives  at  the  Turn  of  the  Twenty-first 
Century,  a  book  he  calls  "a  meditation  that  might  lead 
others  to  the  real  questions  and  the  real  roots  of  the 
question  of  not  only  what  it  means  to  be  black  in 
America,  not  only  what  it  means  to  be  an  American, 
but  what  it  means  to  be  a  human  being."  For  his 
writing  exploring  these  questions  with  generosity  and 
eloquence,  Randall  Kenan  receives  the  2005  North 
Carolina  Award  for  Literature. 

Kenan  grew  up  in  Chinquapin,  a  tiny  town 
surrounded  by  com  and  tobacco  fields  in  Duplin 
County.  He  was  raised  by  an  extended  family  of 
elderly  relatives,  fanners,  and  storytellers,  who  spoke 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  the  ghosts  of  long-gone  rela- 
tions with  the  same  respect.  Kenan  found  himself 
"going  to  hog  killings  one  minute  and  watching  'Star 
Trek"  the  next." 

At  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel 
Hill,  Kenan  began  his  studies  as  a  physics  major,  until 
he  enrolled  in  a  writing  course  taught  by  Max  Steele. 
Steele  introduced  him  to  writers  such  as  Gabriel  Garcia 
Marquez,  "who  wrote  about  spirits  like  they  would 
changing  a  carburetor"  Kenan  graduated  with  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  English  and  creative  writing  in  1985. 

After  graduation,  Kenan  moved  to  New  York  City, 
where  novelist  Toni  Morrison,  then  an  editor  at 
Random  House,  hired  him  as  an  assistant.  He  worked 
in  publishing  for  four  years  while  writing  his  first 
novel,  A  Visitation  of  Spirits.  Set  in  Tims  Creek,  the 
fictional  place  is  so  vividly  created  it  is  often  compared 
to  Faulkner's  South.  The  characters,  a  close-knit  network 
of  black  families,  struggle  with  the  strictures  of  race, 
sexuality,  and  religion  that  both  nourish  and  bind. 

Let  the  Dead  Buiy  Their  Dead,  a  collection  of  short 
stories,  continues  the  revelations  of  the  inner  lives  of  the 
residents  of  Tims  Creek.  The  book  was  a  finalist  for  the 
National  Book  Critics  Circle  Award  and  was  a  New  York 
Times  Notable  Book  of  1992.  Kenan  also  wrote  James 
Baldwin,  a  biography  for  young  adults,  and  A  Time 
Not  Here:  The  Mississippi  Delta  illustrated  with 
photographs  by  Norman  Mauskoff 

Yet  fiction  alone  did  not  satisfy  Kenan's  questions 
about  race  and  identity.  He  conducted  over  200 
interviews  that  were  woven  into  Walking  on  Water  a 
work  that  is  part  travelogue,  part  history,  and  part 
poetry.  Kenan  spoke  to  an  Air  Force  major,  a  retired 
college  professor,  a  Baptist  minister  in  Utah,  and  a 
filmmaker,  among  others.  He  concluded,  "The  truth  is, 
there  are  over  thirty-six  million  ways  to  be  black." 

In  1 989  Kenan  began  a  career  as  an  itinerant  teacher, 
lecturing  at  Sarah  Lawrence  College,  Duke  University, 
the  University  of  Mississippi,  and  the  University  of 
Memphis.  Among  his  many  honors  are  the  Dos  Passos 
Prize  for  Literature,  a  Guggenheim  Fellowship,  the 
Sherwood  Anderson  Award,  and  the  1 997  Rome  Prize 
from  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Letters. 

Randall  Kenan  is  an  associate  professor  of  English 
at  UNC-Chapel  Hill  and  lives  in  Hillsborough. 


A  journalist  once  dubbed  Tom  Lambeth  "the 
state's  do-gooder-in-chief."  He  is  equally  at  home  in 
board  meetings  and  soup  kitchens,  legislative  halls 
and  schoolyards.  For  a  45-year  career  in  politics  and 
philanthropy,  Thomas  Willis  Lambeth  receives  the 
2005  North  Carolina  Award  for  Public  Service. 

Bom  in  Clayton,  Lambeth  moved  frequently 
during  his  childhood,  to  High  Point,  Thomasville, 
Washington,  and  then  Statesville,  where  he  graduated 
from  high  school.  At  the  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Lambeth  earned  a  bachelor's  degree  in  history  in 
1957. 

After  working  at  the  Winston-Salem  Journal, 
Lambeth  began  his  career  in  politics  in  1960.  As 
assistant  to  the  chaimian  of  the  North  Carolina 
Democratic  Party,  he  helped  manage  the  campaigns  of 
Terry  Sanford  for  governor  and  John  F.  Kennedy  for 
president.  From  1961  to  1965,  he  was  Sanford's 
principal  administrative  assistant,  part  of  the 
governor's  "brain  trust"  in  the  most  progressive  and 
innovative  state  administration  of  the  era.  He  took  to 
heart  Sanford's  belief  in  the  importance  of  education 
and  civil  rights  to  North  Carolina's  fiiture.  Lambeth 
helped  Sanford  establish  institutions  such  as  the 
community  college  system  and  the  North  Carolina 
School  of  the  Arts. 

Lambeth's  initial  foray  in  philanthropy  was  as  a 
staff  member  of  the  Smith  Richardson  Foundation 
from  1965  to  1969.  He  was  drawn  back  into  politics 
by  the  chance  to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  staff  of 
Congressman  L.  Richardson  Preyer,  which  he  did  for 
eleven  years.  Even  while  immersed  in  Washington 
politics,  Lambeth  answered  the  call  of  his  home  state, 
returning  to  work  as  co-director  of  the  campaigns  to 
pass  the  gubernatorial  succession  and  balanced  budget 
amendments  to  the  North  Carolina  constitution. 

The  Z.  Smith  Reynolds  Foundation  named 
Lambeth  executive  director  in  1978.  The  position 
allowed  Lambeth  to  encourage  progressive  programs 
in  social  justice,  poverty,  education,  and  the  environ- 
ment. He  once  spent  his  vacation  traveling  the  length 
of  US  64,  literally  from  Murphy  to  Manteo,  "to  see 
what  was  happening  in  the  real  North  Carolina." 
Under  Lambeth's  leadership,  the  foundation  awarded 
grants  totaling  over  $300  million  to  organizations  in 
every  county  in  the  state.  When  he  stepped  down  in 
2000,  the  foundation  endowed  the  Thomas  W. 
Lambeth  Professorship  at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill  in  his  honor.  Lambeth  still 
serves  the  foundation  as  a  Senior  Fellow. 

Lambeth  also  has  served  as  a  trustee  of  the 
Consolidated  University  of  North  Carolina,  on  the 
boards  of  the  North  Carolina  Community  Colleges 
Foundation,  Reynolda  House,  the  Public  School  Forum 
of  North  Carolina,  and  the  UNC  Center  for  Civil  Rights. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  North  Carolina  Center 
for  Public  Policy  Research  and  the  first  chairman  of  the 
North  Carolina  Teaching  Fellows  Commission. 

Pfeiffer  University  and  Wake  Forest  University  have 
awarded  Lambeth  honorary  doctorates.  He  has  been 
honored  with  the  Distinguished  Alumnus  Award  and  the 
William  Richardson  Davie  Award  fi-om  UNC-Chapel  Hill. 

Lambeth  and  his  wife.  Donna,  live  in  Winston- 
Salem.  They  have  three  children  and  two  grandchildren. 


PUBLIC  SERVICE 
Thomas  Willis  Lambeth 


FINE  ARTS 
Bland  Simpson 


Reflecting  on  a  career  that  has  included  perform- 
ing on  Broadway,  touring  and  recording  with  an  old- 
time  string  band,  playwriting,  and  writing  both  fiction 
and  nonfiction.  Bland  Simpson  said,  "The  lyric 
impulse  is  the  same  in  all  these  means  of  expression.  I've 
also  been  fortunate  to  work  with  a  collage  of  extremely 
talented  people."  For  his  accomplishments  as  a  musician, 
writer  and  teacher.  Bland  Simpson  receives  the  2005 
North  Carolina  Award  for  Fine  Arts. 

Bom  in  1948,  Simpson  as  a  boy  Hved  in  Elizabeth 
City,  where  he  grew  to  love  the  coastal  waterways.  He 
graduated  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at 
Chapel  Hill  in  1973  with  a  bachelor's  degree  in  political 
science. 

In  the  early  1 970s,  Simpson  began  collaborating  with 
several  Carolina  classmates  on  theatrical  productions. 
With  Jim  Wann,  he  wrote  the  musicals  Diamond  Studs , 
which  ran  Off  Broadway  in  1 975,  and  Hot  Grog:  A 
Tuneful  Pirate  Saga.  Simpson  contributed  a  song  to  the 
Tony  Award  nominated  play  Pump  Boys  &  Dinettes.  With 
Tommy  Thompson,  Simpson  wrote  Life  on  the  Mississippi. 
The  NeH'  York  Times  theater  critic  CUve  Barnes  dubbed  the 
innovative  art  form  "musicians'  theater" 

In  1982,  Max  Steele  invited  Simpson  to  teach  in  the 
writing  program  at  Chapel  Hill  but  encouraged  him  to 
"keep  busy"  with  other  interests,  advice  Simpson  took  to 
heart.  His  first  book.  Heart  of  the  Country :  A  Novel  of 
Southern  Music,  was  published  in  1983,  but  Simpson 
soon  returned  to  his  musical  career,  joining  the  old- 
time  string  band,  the  Red  Clay  Ramblers,  as  a  piano 
player  in  1986.  The  Ramblers  wrote  the  score  for  and 
appeared  in  playwright  Sam  Shepard's  films  Far 
North  and  Silent  Tongue.  In  1992,  the  group  collabo- 
rated with  David  Shine  and  Bill  Irwin  to  create  the 
Broadway  hit  Fool  Moon.  In  addition  to  recording 
"Rambler"  and  "Yonder"  with  the  Ramblers,  Simpson 
has  released  the  solo  albums  "Follow  You  All  Over  The 
World"  and  "Deluxe  Time." 

Simpson  and  fellow  Rambler  Jack  Herrick  also 
wrote  two  musicals  celebrating  North  Carolina  history: 
Cool  Spring  in  1989  and  Tar  Heel  Voices  in  1994.  The 
two  joined  with  cartoonist  Doug  Marlette  to  write 
Kudzu.  A  Southern  Musical  based  on  Marlette 's  comic 
strip. 

With  what  he  calls  his  "non-collaborative  creative 
time,"  Simpson  has  written  several  books,  drawing  on 
North  Carolina  history.  The  Mysteiy  of  Beautiful  Nell 
Cropse\'  and  Ghost  Ship  of  Diamond  Shoals:  The 
Mystery  of  the  Carroll  A.  Deering  are  both  based  on 
historical  events.  The  Great  Dismal:  A  Carolinian  s 
Swamp  Memoir  and  Into  the  Sound  Country:  A 
Carolinian  s  Coastal  Plain  with  photographs  by  his 
wife,  Ann  Cary  Simpson,  are  nonfiction. 

In  1989,  Simpson  returned  to  teaching  in  the 
Creative  Writing  Program  in  Chapel  Hill  and  was 
named  director  in  2002.  As  an  advocate  for  the  arts 
and  the  environment,  he  has  written  for  publications 
such  as  Wildlife  in  North  Carolina  and  the  News  and 
Observer  and  has  served  with  the  North  Carolina 
Writers'  Conference  and  the  North  Carolina  Coastal 
Federation.  Simpson  has  been  honored  for  all  facets 
of  his  career,  from  a  Tony  Award  for  Fool  Moon  to  a 
Best  Historical  Fiction  Award  from  the  North  Caro- 
lina Society  of  Historians  to  a  Tanner  Award  for 
Excellence  in  Undergraduate  Teaching. 

Simpson,  his  wife  and  their  three  children  live  in 
Bingham  Township  in  Orange  County. 


The  phrase  "a  cure  for  cancer"  has  become 
shorthand  for  the  miraculous  potential  of  science  to 
transform  Hves,  the  icind  of  discovery  scientists  dream 
of  making.  Dr.  Mansukh  Wani  was  instrumental  in  the 
discovery  of  not  just  one,  but  two,  important  cancer- 
fighting  agents:  Taxol  and  camptothecin.  Nearly  one- 
third  of  the  anticancer  drugs  sold  today  use  deriva- 
tives of  these  chemicals.  For  his  ground-breaking 
research  into  the  pharmaceutical  potential  of  natural 
products,  Mansukh  C.  Wani  receives  the  2005  North 
Carolina  Award  for  Science. 

Mansukh  Wani  was  bom  in  Nandurbar, 
Maharastra,  India.  He  attended  the  University  of 
Bombay,  earning  a  bachelor's  degree  in  Chemistry  in 
1947  and  a  master's  in  Organic  Chemistry  in  1950. 
After  lecturing  at  Bhavan's  College,  Wani  decided  to 
specialize  in  medicinal  chemistry  and  study  in  the 
United  States.  Indiana  University  offered  him  a 
graduate  assistantship.  Wani  sailed  for  America  on  a 
crowded  transport  ship,  which  took  30  days  to  reach 
New  York,  leaving  his  wife  and  son  behind.  His 
family  joined  him  during  his  postdoctoral  research  at 
the  University  of  Wisconsin. 

In  1962,  Dr.  Wani  began  his  long  and  productive 
partnership  with  Dr.  Monroe  Wall  at  the  Research 
Triangle  Institute.  Wall  had  been  working  with  a 
National  Cancer  Institute  program  researching  the 
anticancer  properties  of  plants.  Camptothecin  had  just 
been  isolated  from  the  Chinese  tree  xi  shu.  Wani 
applied  his  exceptional  expertise  in  working  with 
minute  quantities  of  chemicals  to  determine  their 
structures.  In  1966,  his  team  published  its  first  paper 
on  an  anticancer  compound  derived  from  a  plant 
source.  Analogs  of  the  camptothecin  compounds  are 
now  used  to  treat  ovarian  and  colon  cancers. 

During  this  same  period.  Wall  and  Wani  were  also 
working  with  the  Pacific  yew  tree.  The  team  had 
isolated  the  active  compound  in  the  bark,  which  they 
called  Taxol.  Determining  the  molecular  structure  of 
Taxol  proved  to  be  extremely  difficult.  Eventually, 
Wall  saw  Taxol  as  a  low  research  priority,  but  Wani 
persisted,  frequently  working  on  his  own  time.  In 
1971,  Wani  finally  uncovered  Taxol 's  unusual  con- 
figuration and  published  the  results.  Today,  synthetic 
versions  of  Taxol  are  used  to  treat  ovarian,  breast, 
lung,  and  prostate  cancer.  Recent  studies  are  explor- 
ing its  effectiveness  against  Alzheimer's  disease. 

"Nature  is  the  best  chemist,"  Wani  has  said.  "The 
potential  for  finding  new  ways  to  treat  disease  -  and 
not  just  one  disease  as  we  have  seen  in  the  Taxol  case 
-  is  enormous."  Still  a  leader  in  natural  products 
research,  with  over  200  publications  to  his  credit, 
Wani  has  also  been  a  mentor  to  a  generation  of 
younger  scientists. 

In  2000,  Wani  and  Wall  received  the  Charles  F. 
Kettering  Prize  from  the  General  Motors  Cancer 
Research  Foundation.  Wani  has  also  received  the 
Bruce  F.  Cain  Memorial  Award,  the  National  Cancer 
Institute  Award  of  Recognition,  and  the  Indo- Ameri- 
can Pharmaceutical  Society  Award.  The  Research 
Triangle  Institute  has  been  designated  a  National 
Historic  Chemical  Landmark  to  honor  the  discovery 
of  Taxol,  one  of  only  45  such  landmarks  worldwide. 

Mansukh  and  Ramila  Wani,  who  live  in  Durham, 
are  active  in  the  Morrisville  Hindu  temple  and  the 
Indian-American  community.  Their  son  Bankim  lives 
in  Raleigh. 


SCIENCE 
Mansukh  C.  Wani 
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